HI 217 Snow Day Alternative Assignment, Friday 1/21/11


This is to take the place of the class discussion we would have had today about Herbert Gutman’s essay, “Work, Culture and Society in Industrializing America.” Think of this as a guided walk through the reading, a kind of outline-in-dialogue. Download the document and complete each answer. If I receive a completed assignment from you before our Monday class, you will be counted as having attended class, even though the university is officially closed. 

	Your Name
	



Type directly into each answer box, taking as much space as you need for your answer. 

	Gutman begins with a critique of the “Protestant work ethic.” Were you familiar with this term? What does he mean by this phrase? Why is it important in the history of American workers?

	


	 What are the weaknesses of the Commons School of labor history, as Gutman identifies them?

	


	In contrast to the Commons School, what will Gutman’s approach be in this essay? What is he proposing to do differently, and who/what are his scholarly models?

	


	How does Gutman distinguish between preindustrial vs. industrial, or premodern v. modern? What are the hallmarks of preindustrial and premodern ways of working? How does he explain their long persistence in American labor (or, what evidence does he use)? 

	


	If someone were studying “labor conflict” (i.e. strikes and other forms of organized collective action), would they be likely to uncover the kinds of worker “resistance” that Gutman discusses on pp. 26-31? Why or why not? 

	


	Gutman argues that the critical central event of the years 1843-1893 was not the Civil War but the transition to a modern industrial economy. Were you persuaded by his argument? 

	


	Discuss several of the ways that workers’ lives and working class subcultures (in or outside of the factories) were transformed by the rise of corporate industrialism.

	


	How does Gutman account for “premodern” protest behaviors (like food riots) showing up even in modern times? In what ways did such “disorderly” actions, paradoxically, cement working-class culture?

	


	Gutman quotes Sidney Pollard (p. 68) that it is a “subtle and violent task” for the industrial elite to constantly discipline the working class. How so? Do you agree? Is that still true in workplaces that you are familiar with today? 

	


	Gutman wrote this essay with a considerable amount of jumping around in time and place, what he calls “the fracturing of historical time.” In some ways that makes for a disorderly historical essay (just as his own subjects made disorderly history). How does he justify that decision? (p. 74) What’s his larger point about how to write history of the working class? 

	


	Choose one chart or table from p. 42, 48, or 77. Interpret the chart. What are its findings and what do you learn from it?  

	


	From this essay, what does a social historian do differently? Or, what is Gutman’s contribution to our understanding of the working class in America? 

	


Saving and Sending Instructions:

When you’re done, save this Word document WITH A NEW NAME that includes YOUR NAME in the title, and then upload it to Digital Dropbox. If you have trouble uploading, send it as an attachment to an email to me (thangen at worcester.edu) with a short note including your name and the class you are in (I will be receiving several sets of student assignments due to the snow day, and I would like to be able to tell them apart in my email inbox). I will reply with a short “I got it” email once I have received your paper, so that you know it found its destination. 

The file formats I can receive and open and read are .doc, .docx, .wps, .rtf and .pdf.  Please save it in one of these formats. Thanks, and have a great weekend! –Prof. Hangen
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